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thomas lera

•

The Palace of the Governors Stamp Designs

T

he image of the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
has been used in the design of two U.S. Post Office stamps. The process of developing new stamps and determining the final stamp design
has never been addressed in detail in historical literature.1 This article first
addresses the stamp-selection process and then looks at the specific case of
the Palace of the Governors stamp issued in summer 1960. After sketching
the history of the Palace, this work discusses the influence of local, regional,
and national groups and politicians, and examines the role of the Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee. Special attention is paid to previously unseen
images and artwork created by New Mexican artists and used to design the
final stamp. This paper sheds new light on the involvement of local, state, and
national leaders in a deliberative process that resulted in the issuance of many
U.S. postage stamps.

Thomas Lera was appointed the Winton M. Blount Research Chair at the Smithsonian
National Postal Museum in 2008. He has written over one hundred articles and papers
which have been featured in leading philatelic journals. He is the author of Bats in Philately (1995) and Cave Post Offices (2011); co-author with Leon Finik of The G. H. Kaestlin Collection of Russian Imperial and Zemstvo Stamps (2013); and editor of the Winton M. Blount
Symposia: Select Papers, 2006–2009 (2010), the Winton M. Blount Symposia: Select Papers,
2010–2011 (2012), and The Proceedings of the First International Symposium on Analytical in
Philately (2013). In 2013, he received the Smithsonian Institution Secretary’s Research Prize
for exemplary scholarship and outstanding contribution toward the increase and diffusion
of knowledge. When not working at the museum, Lera is active in the preservation and conservation of caves and bats.
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The Stamp Selection Process
Since 1847 the U.S. Postmaster General (PMG) has been charged with preparing official postage stamps, which must be purchased in the proper amount and
affixed to any letter or package for mailing and delivery in the United States or a
foreign country. Consequently, the images selected for postage stamps are government approved and represent a specific part of U.S. history and culture—as
the federal government wants them to be perceived by Americans and foreigners alike.
In the late 1940s, the American public grew irritated with the excessive control
of Congress members and the PMG over the selection of stamp images. It seemed
that many were created simply to please their constituencies or specific lobbyists. To deal with this problem, on 21 March 1957, PMG Arthur E. Summerfield
announced the establishment of a seven-member Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee (CSAC) to “advise the Post Office Department on any matters pertaining
to the subject matter, design, production and issuance of postage stamps.”2
Appointed by the PMG, the members of the CSAC served one-year terms
and were responsible for evaluating the merits of all stamp proposals and selecting subjects of broad national and educational interest for recommendation to
the PMG. The committee met officially four times and informally eight times a
year, beginning 30 April 1957. In 1959 CSAC considered over three thousand different requests for a commemorative postage stamp. As of 22 December 1959,
all seven members of the committee were from the East Coast: Abbott Washburn, Washington, D.C.; Bernard Davis, Philadelphia; Sol Glass, Baltimore; and
Harry L. Lindquist, Arnold Copland, Ervine Metzl, and William H. Buckley,
all of New York City. This regional concentration later created problems for the
CSAC and the PMG.3
In 1959 the U.S. Post Office published specific criteria for the design of commemorative stamps.4 A year later, the committee used these guidelines as the
basis for its recommendations on commemorative stamps to the PMG:
1. No living person shall be honored by portrayal on any U.S. postage
stamp;
2. No American citizen may be honored by a U.S. commemorative postage stamp until at least twenty-five years after death;
3. Commemorative postage stamps honoring individuals will preferably
be issued on the anniversaries of their births;
4. Events having widespread national appeal and significance may
receive consideration for issuance of commemorative postage stamps;
5. Commemorative postage stamps shall be issued on even date anniversaries, starting with the fiftieth year and continuing at fifty-year intervals;
460
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6. Commemorative postage stamps shall not be issued to honor a fraternal, political, or religious organization; a commercial enterprise; or a
specific product; and,
7. Commemorative postage stamps will not be considered appropriate
for organizations whose funds are supplied in whole or in part by voluntary contributions.5
These criteria responded directly to complaints about the influence of political cronyism on stamp development, design, and selection. The CSAC would
refer to these guidelines during its consideration of the Palace of the Governors
stamp.
History of the Palace of the Governors
The origins of the Palace of the Governors lay in early-seventeenth-century Spanish New Mexico. Juan Martínez de Montoya, a Spanish settler, was appointed
governor in 1607, but the Spanish colony’s cabildo, or advisory council, rejected
him and instead named former governor Juan de Oñate’s son, Cristobál, acting governor. Records indicate that during early 1608, Martínez de Montoya
founded a “private settlement or town” named “plaza de Santa Fe,” but that by
late 1608, he had returned to Mexico.6
The viceroy of New Spain appointed don Pedro de Peralta the permanent new
governor of New Mexico in 1608. Among his instructions was an order to create
the Villa de Santa Fe as the capital of the province. When Peralta arrived in spring
1610, he redesignated New Mexico a royal colony and “applied” the viceroy’s order
to Martínez de Montoya’s settlement of Santa Fe, “raising it from a plaza, or village, to a villa, or town.” Historian James Ivey explains, “In other words, the king’s
orders to Peralta did not establish the town of Santa Fe, but simply elevated the
already-existing settlement to that rank.”7 As a villa, Santa Fe became the seat of
government in New Mexico and has remained so to this day.
Martínez de Montoya’s people had already settled along the south bank of
the Santa Fe River. When Peralta arrived, the new governor established the villa
on the north bank “near the head of the valley.” The “town plaza” and principal streets had been laid out when the settlement was originally founded.
The church’s site was surveyed at the plaza’s east side, and the north side was
reserved for the “governor’s residence.” Unfortunately for historians, no property records or maps documenting the first seventy-two years of the settlement
or villa survived the Pueblo Revolt of 1680.8 The earliest surviving map, drawn
in 1766, gives a good indication of the general layout and appearance of Santa Fe
during Spanish-colonial rule (fig. 1).
Lera / The Palace of the Governors Stamp Designs
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Figure 1. Plano de la Villa de Santa Fe. Lt. José de Urrutia drew this map of Santa Fe, New
Mexico, from his visit during the Marqués de Rubí’s official inspection in 1766. Map courtesy
the British Library Board, Add. 17662M, image no. 066768.

Some historical records indicate that Governor Peralta started the Palace of
the Governors, at first known as the casas reales (royal house), in 1610. However, in 2011 New Mexico state historian Rick Hendricks discovered that the
nation’s oldest continuously occupied public building may have been constructed around 1618 by a different governor. Hendricks located a document
in the Spanish archives describing the experiences of Gov. Juan de Eulate, who
arrived in New Mexico in 1618 and served until 1625. “One of the things Eulate
mentions is when he arrived in Santa Fe, there was no headquarters and that he
constructed it,” Hendricks said. “It’s not wrong to say Governor Peralta received
orders to build the villa de Santa Fe. However, even in Peralta’s administration,
the Palace could not have been built in one fell swoop.”9
The location of the Palace of the Governors on the Santa Fe plaza is marked
with the letter “B” on the map drawn by Spanish lieutenant Joseph de Urrutia in
1766. The open square to the south is the present-day town plaza. The original
plaza, when first laid out about 1610, was likely long and rectangular, with the
Palace standing along the northern edge and with the church and convent of San
Francisco, which is marked as “A,” standing at the eastern end. By 1853, under
U.S. sovereignty, the large space behind the Palace was enclosed by guardrooms
462
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on the west, a commissary storehouse on the east, and stables on the north.
That year the Palace was described as a “long, low mud building” occupying the
entire north side of the plaza. It was estimated to be about 350 feet in length and
to vary in width from 20 to 75 feet. The portal, a breezeway supported by “a row
of unhewn pine logs” along the front, was about “15 feet wide.”10
The governor’s living quarters and the “old buildings” dominated the Palace’s
western entrance and formed its “public face.” Under the Bourbon Reforms of
the late eighteenth century, the Spanish constructed the infrastructure for a presidio, enclosing an immense space behind the Palace with guardrooms, storage
buildings, and corrals. This combination of an armed presidio and civil offices
reflected the Spanish and Mexican governors’ dual role as both the military and
civil authority in the colony or territory.11
When Americans took over in 1846, the Palace remained the seat of the
New Mexico territorial government through the mid-1880s, with only a brief
period of Confederate occupation in March–April 1862 during the American
Civil War. In the face of the Confederate victory at the Battle of Valverde on 21
February and its occupation of Albuquerque on 2 March the Union garrison in
Santa Fe evacuated the town on 4 March, and Gov. Henry Connelly moved the
territorial capital to Las Vegas, New Mexico, some sixty miles to the east. On 13
March, the Confederates entered Santa Fe and hoisted their flag over the Palace
of the Governors. A little over three weeks later on 7 April, Confederate authorities abandoned Santa Fe after Colorado volunteers defeated Texas troops at the
Battle of Glorieta Pass in late March 1862. Governor Connelly quickly returned
his government to Santa Fe.12 Despite campaigns to relocate the territorial capital to Las Vegas or Albuquerque in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Santa Fe’s political position has been secure ever since.
The Palace underwent many renovations and changes “in an often piecemeal manner” during the following decades. In 1872 U.S. Atty. Thomas Catron
added new doors, windows, and stucco. Five years later, U.S. Mshl. John Sherman completed a remodel of the Palace’s façade and front sidewalk. From 1877
to 1878 a front cornice and balustrade, designed by Terr. Sec. William Ritch, was
added, which extended from the east brick cornice to the U.S. marshal’s office
at the west end (fig. 2). In the next decade “tar and gravel” were poured over the
“dirt roof ” of the territorial governor’s offices and residence, the “center section”
of the Palace.13 In 1889 the U.S. Post Office took over the west end of the Palace
after “all private occupants” were evicted. At the turn of the century, the Palace
building was not only the governor’s residence, but also housed the territorial
secretary’s and governor’s offices, the territorial library, servants’ quarters, storerooms, a carriage house, stables, and a U.S. Post Office (fig. 3).14
In 1909 the School of American Research took over the Palace, and archeologist Jesse Nusbaum planned and executed its renovation. He tackled the
Lera / The Palace of the Governors Stamp Designs
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Figure 2. Palace of the Governors in the Late Nineteenth Century. This porch remodel,
which reflects eastern American tastes, was likely completed in the late 1870s. Photograph by
Dana B. Chase, courtesy New Mexico History Museum, Santa Fe, Palace of the Governors
Photo Archives, neg. no. 050278.

Figure 3. Interior of the United States Post Office in the Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe,
New Mexico, ca. 1895. Left to right: Barney Spier, Charlie Carroth, and Mrs. Adolph Fischer.
Photograph by Adolph Fischer, courtesy New Mexico History Museum, Santa Fe, Palace of
the Governors Photo Archives, neg. no. 16659.
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façade in fall 1913. Urrutia’s map, to which Nusbaum had access, showed no
portal, but Nusbaum added one along the front facing the plaza in response to
vernacular styles that he and his colleagues had studied on residences in the
Santa Fe area (fig. 1). Designed in the emergent Santa Fe style, Nusbaum’s portal is probably the Palace’s most iconic feature. His rehabilitation of the Palace partly overlapped with The City Beautiful Movement launched in 1912 by
city authorities and developers to reverse Santa Fe’s declining economic fortunes.15 In this new era, the Palace, which now looked like a Spanish frontier
presidio, became one of the most resonant cultural and historical symbols of
New Mexico’s Spanish antiquity and one of the city’s most significant sources
of cultural authenticity.
First Stamp Showing the Palace of the Governors, 1946
On 18 August 1846, Brig. Gen. Stephen Watts Kearny and his Army of the West
occupied Santa Fe and took possession of New Mexico, then a Mexican territory, in the name of the United States. Upon accepting the formal surrender on
the old plaza, Kearny ordered the American flag raised over the Palace of the
Governors. His successors as military governor kept their headquarters in the
Palace during the war and occupation. The first American legislature met in the
Palace halls in December 1847.16 When the U.S. Congress officially designated
New Mexico a federal territory in 1850, the Palace remained the symbolic and
literal seat of executive authority in New Mexico until near the turn of the century. That cultural and political status made the Palace the oldest public building in the United States and a prime subject for a postage stamp.
The Post Office Department issued the first stamp showing the Palace of the
Governors in 1946 for the centennial of the occupation of Santa Fe by Kearny’s
Army of the West. The stamp is a reproduction of Raising the American Flag Over
the Old Palace, Santa Fe, N.M., August 18, 1846, a painting submitted by U.S. Sen.
Dennis Chávez of New Mexico (fig. 4). The original drawing, “Capture of Santa
Fe,” was done in 1909 partly from historical memory and partly from imagination by Dr. Kenneth Chapman, who at the time kept his studio in the Palace of
the Governors and worked at the new Museum of New Mexico.17 Chapman was
one of the illustrators hired by lawyer-historian Ralph E. Twitchell to produce
sketches for his book, The History of the Military Occupation of the Territory of
New Mexico from 1846–1851 by the Government of the United States (1909). The
stamp was issued on 16 October 1946 (fig. 5). In the final stamp, the pine columns look more like marble columns and the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains in the background are located west of the Palace instead of to the east,
their actual direction from the plaza.18
Lera / The Palace of the Governors Stamp Designs
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Figure 4. Raising the American Flag over the Old Palace, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 18 August
1846. Kenneth Chapman reimagined the Palace of the Governors as worn and dilapidated,
with debris littering the path through the pine-wood portal, when Brig. Gen. Stephen W.
Kearny assumed political authority for the United States in August 1846. Illustration by
Kenneth Chapman, courtesy Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washington, D.C., Third
Assistant Postmaster General Files, folder 944. (See also Ralph Emerson Twitchell, The History
of the Military Occupation of the Territory of New Mexico from 1846 to 1851 by the Government of
the United States [1909; repr., Chicago: The Rio Grande Press, 1963], 66.)

Figure 5. Centenary of the Entry of the General Stephen Watts Kearny Expedition into
Santa Fe. This 3-cent brown violet stamp, issued on 16 October 1946, commemorates the
100th anniversary of Kearny’s conquest of New Mexico in summer 1846 during the U.S.–
Mexico War. U.S. Postal Department designers scrubbed Kenneth Chapman’s weathered
Palace of the Governors, giving it a neo-classical façade with chiseled marble columns.
Also note the tidy grounds and sunny sky. Image courtesy Smithsonian National Postal
Museum, Washington, D.C., Third Assistant Postmaster General Files, folder 944, item no.
1980.2493.2999 (Scott Catalogue no. 944).

New Mexico’s Commemorative Stamp Request in 1959
In early 1959, the New Mexico State Legislature adopted Senate Joint Memorial
14. The measure requested the PMG to issue a commemorative stamp as part
of the 350th anniversary of the founding of Santa Fe—the oldest seat of government in the United States—in 1960. On 29 May 1959, however, the CSAC
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rejected the stamp proposal, along with twenty-six others.19 In July L. Rohe Walter, special assistant to PMG Summerfield, notified Mayor Leo Murphy of Santa
Fe: “The request was denied because the CSAC thought the occasion would not
meet their guidelines of celebrations honoring anniversaries of localities. The
Santa Fe celebration, being primarily regional in interest, did not meet the criteria for commemorative stamp issues.” In other words, New Mexico’s application smacked of southwestern provincialism: the Santa Fe anniversary lacked the
“widespread national appeal and significance” articulated in item 4 of the U.S.
Post Office’s guidelines. Political representatives in New Mexico and the Southwest, and their allies turned that argument against the eastern-dominated CSAC.
Clearly aggravated by its decision, Mayor Murphy responded, “Certainly the fact
that Santa Fe’s establishment, a decade before the Pilgrims arrived, as the capital city of an area which later was to become the Southwestern quarter of the
United States, is not solely of local or regional significance.”20 He asked the PMG
to review the legislature’s and city’s request, arguing that the CSAC had only given
it superficial consideration. Sens. Dennis Chávez and Clinton Anderson of New
Mexico, Sen. Barry Goldwater of Arizona, and Rep. Joseph M. Montoya of New
Mexico also wrote PMG Summerfield to question the CSAC’s rejection.21
At first the U.S. Post Office Department stood by the CSAC’s decision. On 18
June 1959, when Special Assistant Walter advised Representative Montoya that
his letter of 11 June would be passed along to the CSAC, he tried to defend and
explain the committee’s position:
It is unlikely, however, that such a stamp will be recommended by the
Committee for issuance. As you know, we are now in a period when a
great many cities, towns, and localities are reaching significant anniversaries and all of them, because of their early history, have claims to distinction. The members of the Committee feel that we could not begin to
honor them all and selection would be equally difficult. Too, the Committee is of the opinion that celebrations honoring anniversaries of cities
and towns, being primarily regional in interest, do not meet criteria 4,
page 10, of the enclosed booklet. We can readily understand the importance of this anniversary to you and your constituents and regret that our
reply cannot be encouraging.22
Walter sent a similar letter to Democratic congressman Thomas G. Morris of
New Mexico on 30 June stating, “I am sorry this decision is necessary but I feel
certain you can understand our position.”23 Walter could not have anticipated
the backlash that would follow in the coming months.
The public response sharply criticized the narrow horizons of the CSAC’s
eastern-centric U.S. history. A Santa Fe New Mexican editorial on 6 August 1959
Lera / The Palace of the Governors Stamp Designs
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complained, “We urge Mr. Summerfield to get some citizens on his Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee who have at least a realization that the trans-Mississippi country is no longer the ‘Great American Desert’ and who have some
understanding of the history of this nation.”24
The criticism did not stop with the New Mexican and Mayor Murphy; other
regional newspapers and figures voiced their irritation with the CSAC and the
Post Office Department. On 9 August 1959, the Sunday Dallas (Tex.) Morning
News declared: “The ire of Santa Fe’s mayor Leo T. Murphy is understandable.
. . . This is typical of the deplorably provincial view of American history held
by too many people in the eastern part of the United States.” Noting that Santa
Fe predated any other seat of government in the present-day United States, the
Denver (Colo.) Post complained: “Isn’t it a matter of national interest that Santa
Fe has the oldest public building in the United States—The Palace of the Governors, built in 1610?” The Post Office had commemorated Mackinac Bridge,
Fort Duquesne, and even the Missouri School of Journalism. Why not Santa Fe,
which was older than all three combined? That same day, the Shreveport (La.)
Times ridiculed the Post Office, which had snubbed the significant history of
Santa Fe but “probably would rush into print a new commemorative stamp if
someone should come up with a chicken that walked backward.”25
Murphy sent senators, representatives, members of the CSAC, and Post
Office officials copies of the editorials, asked for reconsideration, and gave reasons why a commemorative stamp should be issued. On 24 August 1959, Senator
Anderson read into the Congressional Record editorials from the Santa Fe New
Mexican and the Shreveport (La.) Times, followed by Representative Montoya,
who added the editorial from the Denver (Colo.) Post on 11 September 1959.26
In wake of the editorials, New Mexico representatives applied additional
pressure on the Post Office Department. The senators and congressmen from
New Mexico wrote Nyle M. Jackson, executive assistant to the PMG, to ask
that the Post Office reconsider Santa Fe’s case and to solicit the PMG’s assistance. On 24 August 1959, Jackson queried Walter, “In view of the very excellent case which Mayor Murphy makes and in view of the editorials attached and
other pressures, do you think, as a matter of good public relations for the Post
Office department, that the Advisory Committee should reconsider the issuance of this stamp?”27 On 11 September 1959, in a three-page letter to Walter,
Mayor Murphy reiterated reasons why it should issue a Palace stamp and likewise enclosed the editorials from the Denver (Colo.) Post and the Dallas (Tex.)
Morning News (see appendix).28
The combination of newspaper editorials and political pressure compelled the
Post Office Department to reverse its earlier decision. On 28 September 1959, the
CSAC unanimously recommended a 1¼ cent regular stamp to be printed in a
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single color and made available by 1 July 1960. The stamp could portray a historical building in Santa Fe. Final artwork would be due at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing by 1 January 1960.29
Writing for the CSAC, Buckley informed Murphy: “I have just returned from
Washington where the Stamp Advisory Committee met yesterday and during
which meeting the subject Sante [sic] Fe was reviewed once again. You will
undoubtedly agree, (when Mr. Walter sends you an official notice), that Sante
Fe has been given considerations beyond your original expectations. And as a
member of the committee I would like to think this was accomplished in spite
of the editorials of the press west of the Alleghenies. Happy Anniversary!”30
On 23 October 1959, the Committee reaffirmed its previous decision that the
1¼ cent regular stamp would portray the Governor’s Palace in Santa Fe. Eleven
days later, Walter wrote Murphy: “I have purposely postponed replying to your
letter of September 11 in order that our Citizens’ Stamps Advisory Committee might further review your request for a postage stamp honoring the 350th
anniversary of the founding of Santa Fe. The Postmaster General has approved
the Committee’s recommendation that the 1¼-cent regular postage stamps to
be issued July 1, 1960 portray the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe. . . . We
would appreciate your treating this matter as confidential until such time as the
Department makes an official announcement.”31
Indeed, in the aftermath of the western backlash against the CSAC’s original
rejection, the Post Office Department likely used the Santa Fe stamp to repair
its public image. Not only would the stamp bear the Palace image, it would
be under a “permanent classification” and inaugurate the “new 1¼ cent stamp
denomination.” From Santa Fe, Murphy responded: “I was extremely gratified
to receive your letter of November 3rd, informing us of the Postmaster General’s
Decision. I would like particularly to express our appreciation for your interest
and patience in receiving our pleas.”32 On 19 November 1959, the CSAC recommended the First Day sale in Santa Fe to coincide with Santa Fe’s 350th anniversary celebration on 17 June 1960. Finally, on 7 December 1959, PMG Summerfield
officially announced that the 1¼ cent regular postage stamp would be issued on
17 June 1960, and used for bulk mailings of nonprofit organizations in accordance
with the new postage rate effective 1 July 1960. They would be issued in precanceled form, at a fifty percent discount, in the bulk third-class per piece rate.33
Stamp Design Process
On 16 December 1959, the Committee unanimously recommended inviting Santa
Fe artists to submit designs for the 1¼ cent stamp featuring the Palace of the Governors. Their submissions were to be forwarded to the Post Office Department no
Lera / The Palace of the Governors Stamp Designs

469

later than 15 January 1960. The next day, Mayor Murphy wrote Lee Frances Bowler,
executive assistant to the special assistant to the PMG, “Under a separate cover I am
sending you five photographs of the Palace of the Governors’ in Santa Fe.”34
New Mexico artists responded immediately and enthusiastically to the
CSAC’s summons. Fredrick Black, acting associate director of the Museum of
New Mexico, advised Walter on 12 January 1960 that he was sending fifteen
entries for the stamp design contest. He stated, “Concerning the entries in question with the photographs taken by Mr. Tyler Dingee, I am sure that you will
see that all entries bear a rather faithful likeness to the Palace of the Governors.”35 After these sketches were reviewed, several were returned to the artists.
The Post Office Department kept eight stamp sketches (figs. 6–7) and one photograph (fig. 8) for additional consideration.
One design that reached the final round was submitted by Cyrus Leroy
Baldridge of Santa Fe (fig. 7). His notes on the drawing stated: “The Indian Sun
Symbol is also the State Symbol. The color used supports the adobe color typical of Santa Fe. The building is adobe with no sharp edges. Above the window,
left, are seven projecting vegas [sic] [vigas or ceiling beams] here simplified to
four. Vegas continue all along the front as indicated. Lettering simple, consistent with architecture.” One of the photographs submitted by Tyler Dingee of
Santa Fe selected for the final round is shown in figure 8. His black and white
image captured the simple rectangular mass, the desert tones, and the southwestern regional style of the Palace building. On 20 January 1960, the CSAC
unanimously recommended a stamp design photograph modeled from Dingee’s
original image (fig. 9).36
Choosing the stamp color was the next step in the design process. Among correspondents from New Mexico were Phyllis Mayne, Gov. Joe L. Vigil of Nambé
Pueblo, and Fred W. Phelps, director of the New Mexico Department of Development, all of whom recommended turquoise blue for the stamp. On 23 January 1960, Senator Chávez weighed in to support turquoise. Agreeing with these
New Mexican residents, the Post Office Department selected turquoise because
it identifies closely with the Southwest. The U.S. Post Office next tried several
trial colors of blue including B–1352–(1) RD and B–297 RD. On 21 March 1960,
PMG Summerfield approved the color B–2215 RD (fig. 10).37
Not everyone was happy with the selection process. On 26 February 1960,
Acting Assoc. Dir. Frederick Black of the Museum of New Mexico wrote Walter that the U.S. Post Office had placed the Museum of New Mexico in an awkward position by selecting a photographic design when they had encouraged
submissions of wash renderings. The Museum had asked New Mexico artists
to participate in the contest and the U.S. Post Office had not requested photographs. Replying eleven days later, Walter thanked Black, the Museum of New
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Figure 6. Seven Stamp Sketches Submitted
by New Mexico Artists. First row, left to right:
unknown artist and A. R. C. Helms, Farmington,
New Mexico; second row, left to right: Major
Felton, Santa Fe, New Mexico, and unknown
artist; third row, left to right: Karl Larsson, Santa
Fe, New Mexico, and Margaret Ann Ferguson,
Albuquerque, New Mexico; fourth row: unknown
artist, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Illustrations
courtesy Smithsonian National Postal Museum,
Washington, D.C., United States Postal Service,
Postmaster General’s Collection, Record ID
PMG.12.6.
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Figure 7. Design Sketch Submitted by Cyrus
Leroy Baldridge, Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Unlike Kenneth Chapman, Baldridge accurately
places the Sangre de Cristo Mountains to the
east of the Palace of the Governors. Illustration
courtesy Smithsonian National Postal Museum,
Washington, D.C., United States Postal Service,
Postmaster General’s Collection, Record ID
PMG.12.6.

Figure 8. Photograph of the Palace of the Governors Submitted to the Santa Fe Stamp
Competition. Photograph by Tyler Dingee, courtesy Smithsonian National Postal Museum,
Washington, D.C., Third Assistant Postmaster General Files, folder 1031A.

Figure 9. Photograph of the Final Design Photograph of the Model without the Lettering.
The CSAC recommended this image of the Palace of the Governors to the Postmaster
General. Photograph courtesy Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washington, D.C.,
Third Assistant Postmaster General Files, folder 1031A.
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Figure 10. Final Engraving and
Approved Color, Turquoise
Blue–B–2215 Die Proof. Postmaster
General Arthur E. Summerfield
approved the final proof of the New
Mexico stamp. Illustration courtesy
Smithsonian National Postal Museum,
Washington, D.C., United States Postal
Service, Third Assistant Postmaster
General’s files, folder 1031A (Scott
Catalogue no. 1031A).

Mexico Art Gallery, and the New Mexico artists who had submitted designs.
“The Committee,” he explained, “had carefully reviewed all submitted designs
and even considered those from artists and designers who did not participate in
the contest sponsored by the New Mexico Art Gallery. . . . The design submitted by Tyler Dingee was chosen as the most appropriate design in keeping with
the other stamps in the regular series portraying national shrines of the United
States.”38
Stamp Issuance in 1960
The Post Office Department issued the turquoise 1¼ cent stamp featuring an
image of the Palace of the Governors on 17 June 1960 in conjunction with the
opening day of Santa Fe’s 350th anniversary celebration (fig. 11). Dir. Franklin R. Bruns Jr., Division of Philately, stated at the dedication: “PMG Summerfield said postage stamps of a nation are a picture gallery of its glories. They
depict in miniature its famous men, the great events of its history, its industries, its natural wonders.” The following day, the PMG announced that the Palace stamp in unprecancelled sheet and coil form would be available only at the
Philatelic Sales Agency in Washington, D.C., from 18 June through 31 December 1960.39 Coinciding with the issuance of the stamp was a “First Day of Issue
Pictorial Cancellation” adapted from Santa Fe’s 350th anniversary medallion,
which featured an Indian, a Spanish conquistador, a Confederate soldier, and
a U.S. soldier, each representing the governing factions during Santa Fe’s long,
remarkable history (fig. 12).
The process to have a commemorative stamp issued is long, detailed, and
involved. But the Palace of the Governors stamp’s approval showed that the Post
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Figure 11. Palace of the Governors
Stamp Issued 7 June 1960. This U.S.
postage stamp commemorates the 350th
Anniversary of Santa Fe’s founding by
Spanish colonists in 1610. Image courtesy
Smithsonian National Postal Museum,
Washington, D.C., National Postal Museum
Collection, item no. 1980.2793.5075 (Scott
Catalogue no. 1031A).

Figure 12. First Day of Issue Pictorial Cancellation. This design illustrates the sweeping human
“pageant” of New Mexico, a construction of the region’s past promoted by the state and in
popular culture in the mid-twentieth century. Image courtesy Smithsonian National Postal
Museum, Washington, D.C., Third Assistant Postmaster General Files, folder 1031A.

Office Department could be flexible, going from rejection to designing, printing,
and issuing the stamp in a few short months. Today, proposals must be submitted at least three years in advance of the proposed date of issue to allow sufficient time for consideration, and if approved, for design and production.
The Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee is tasked with evaluating the merits
of all stamp proposals and providing the Postal Office Department with its recommendations. The stamp selections should include a good balance of subjects
that are contemporary, timely, relevant, interesting, and educational, as well as
appealing to a broad audience. The Palace of the Governors stamp encompasses
these criteria. Although the all-eastern committee initially designated the request
for a stamp commemorating Santa Fe’s 350th anniversary as “primarily regional
in interest,” the CSAC duly recognized the error in its judgment. The participation of local and regional politicians, citizens, and journalists played an integral role in lobbying the Post Office Department for the inclusion of a city and
a landmark that holds historical significance not only to the Southwest, but to
the nation as a whole.
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Appendix
“Santa Fe’s Ire,” Sunday Dallas (Tex.) Morning News, 9 August 1959

The ire of Santa Fe’s mayor Leo T. Murphy is understandable. The Post Office
department refuses to issue a stamp on the 350th anniversary of the founding of
the capital of New Mexico because its 1960 celebration is “primarily regional” in
interest and significance.
This is typical of the deplorably provincial view of American history held
by too many people in the eastern part of the United States. If it were the 350th
anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims in New England, there would be no
question about it. But the fact that Santa Fe began life as an organized city a
full decade before the pilgrims hit the beach at Plymouth Rock is apparently
beyond the comprehension of eastern pedagogues and their victims.
“Don’t These Guys Read History,” Denver (Colo.) Post, 6 August 1959 (reprinted in
the Santa Fe New Mexican, 17 August 1959)

A citizen’s committee which makes recommendations to the Postmaster General regarding the issuance of commemorative postage stamps has—believe it or
not—turned thumbs down on a request that a special stamp be issued next year
in honor of the 350th anniversary of the founding of Santa Fe, N. M.
The reason given for the committee’s action was that it is contrary to established policy to issue stamps in celebration of events which are only local or
regional interest.
Do tell!
Isn’t it a matter of national interest that Santa Fe is the oldest seat of any government in the area now comprising the United States?
We believe it is—except, perhaps, to a few provincial Easterners who think of
the Alleghanies as the western border of civilization.
Isn’t it a matter of national interest that Santa Fe has the oldest public building in the United States—the Palace of the Governors, built in 1610, which
housed public offices under Spanish, Indian, Mexican, Confederate and U.S.
jurisdictions?
We believe it is.
Isn’t it a matter of national interest that Santa Fe was an established capital a
decade before the Pilgrims arrived at Plymouth Rock?
We think so.
Isn’t it a matter of national interest that Santa Fe was the terminus of the oldest highway in North America—the Turquoise Trail, the original trade route
between Mexico City and New Mexico.
Of course it is.
Among special stamps issued by the Postoffice [sic] Department recently were
those commemorating the completion of the Mackinac Bridge in Michigan,
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the 200th anniversary of the establishment of Fort Duquesne and the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Missouri School of Journalism.
We have no quarrel with any of these issues but we can’t understand why
those special events should be worthy of special stamps if the founding of
Santa Fe is to be brushed off as a local event of no national significance.
We understand Mayor Leo T. Murphy of Santa Fe is protesting the decision
of the citizens stamp committee to Postmaster General Summerfield, who has
authority to overrule the committee. He should do so.
Leo T. Murphy, Mayor of Santa Fe, to L. Rohe Walter, Special Assistant to U.S.
Postmaster General, 11 September 195940

Dear Mr. Walter:
Members of New Mexico’s congressional delegation have informed me that
the request made in behalf of Santa Fe’s forthcoming 350th anniversary has been
rejected by the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee which apparently has held
that the anniversary fails to meet Criterion 4 of the standards for commemorative stamps. May I submit that while community celebrations may generally be
regional in nature, the unique history of Santa Fe is worthy of special consideration, and so I am requesting reconsideration at the Committee’s meeting to be
held the latter part of September.
I hope you will agree that the historic significance of Santa Fe’s founding as
the capital of Nuevo Mejico [sic] in 1610 is certainly of more than regional concern. Here, actually, was the birth-place of government in what is now the
United States. In its early years it was the principal city within the vast Spanish Territory which covered portions of 14 Western States; it later became the
focal point and terminus of the Santa Fe trail. During its 350-year history Santa
Fe has served as the seat of Government under sovereignty of Spain, the ruling Indian Council of the 1680’s, Mexico, the Confederacy, and the United
States. Concurrent with the establishment of Santa Fe was construction of
the Palace of the Governors, completed in 1610 and which served as the official residence and governmental headquarters for more than 100 of the illustrious governors of New Mexico. Today the main structure of the Museum
of New Mexico, the Palace is the oldest public building in the United States,
visited by more than a million people from throughout the world during the past
decade. In your opinion, wouldn’t the 350th Anniversary of the construction of
the fabulous Palace of the Governors be equally meritorious of commemoration to the 200th Anniversary of the establishment of Ft. Duquesne, which was
marked last year?
Santa Fe’s historic ties certainly cannot be defined as “regional.” It is the terminus of the oldest road in the New World, the Turquoise Trail which linked
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the Indians of New Mexico with the Incas. With the advent of Spanish rule,
the road became “El Camino Real”—the Royal Highway—over which Spanish
Couriers carried messages between Santa Fe and Mexico City, making the 1,500
mile journey in 30 days using relays of horses—this 200 years before establishment of the Pony Express.
The fabulous Santa Fe Trail was blazed in 1821 by William Becknell who
opened the trade route from Independence to Santa Fe at a time when Santa
Fe was well past its 200th birthday. Santa Fe lays claim to the oldest church
in the United States, San Miguel Mission. It has the oldest newspaper West of
the Mississippi, the New Mexican, founded in 1849 and continuously published
since that time. It has the oldest bank in the Southwest, the First National Bank
of Santa Fe, chartered 1870. It is the established seat of culture for the Southwest, the hub of archaeological, anthropological and ethnological research in
the West, the location of a world famous art center and host to the Santa Fe
Opera, which has achieved international acclaim in its three-year history. It also
possesses the most famous post-office box in the world—1663, which during the
war designated the supersecret Los Alamos atomic bomb project. It is the resort
mecca for countless thousands of visitors each year—people attracted from the
world over by ideal climate, fascinated by the blending of Indian, Spanish and
Anglo cultures and enthralled by the community’s museums, points of historic
significance and unique old world atmosphere.
Our contention that Santa Fe’s forthcoming 350th Anniversary is of widespread interest and concern is supported by editorials which recently appeared
in two of the major newspapers of the West—the Denver Post and the Dallas
Morning News. I am enclosing copies of the editorials for your consideration. I
assume you also have received a copy of New Mexico Senate Joint Memorial 14
which memorialized the Postmaster General to issue a commemorative stamp
in behalf of the 1960 celebration.
A local artist is in the process of designing a stamp for your consideration. I
will be able to forward the design to you about the 22nd of September.
I sincerely hope that you will reconsider the matter and will schedule a 350th
Anniversary issue during 1960. I am sure that any further information which
you might desire can be assembled at your request.
Respectfully yours,
Leo T. Murphy, Mayor
City of Santa Fe
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